Il8                    THE  BANKRUPTCY  OF  INDIA.

milder populations of Madras and Bengal. This
says much for them, and much also for their belief
that in spite of many drawbacks we mean to rule
honestly and well.

The fate of the Dacoity leader, Wassacleo Bulwunt
Phadke, afforded clear evidence that the population
is now, as ever, ready to side with authority, even
where they think themselves oppressed, otherwise
he had everything in his favour.* The Deccan
has suffered much from usurers and from famine.
Wassadeo's bold raids appealed to the old Mahratta
pedatory instinct. He and his followers might at
least enable the hopelessly involved to recover their
ancestral lands, of which they consider they have
been unjustly deprived. Nevertheless, they showed
but little sympathy with the marauders ; the leader
was consequently captured and .his band dispersed.
In spite of grievous mismanagement, the Rumpa
disturbances in Madras, brought about likewise by
our own neglect, died down without any assistance
from the outside. Still, therefore, the often-repeated
remark remains true, that so long as the agricultural
classes are well affected we shall have no great
difficulty in keeping our hold upon the country. It
is an absolute necessity, therefore, to take the very
best view, that any germs of serious discontent
should be taken account of and fairly dealt with.

In the Deccan this is, to a certain extent, being
done, and none too soon. After four years of in-
attention the report of the commission with reference
to the outrages upon the money-lenders at last pro-

* This rising was far more popular and more serious than
was admitted at the time.